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, SevERsLyears have elapsed since I had accasion
to offer a few remarks on the subject of Temperance,
before the Hinenam Sociery, at their annual meeting
in February. L S
At that time the Washingtonian movement had not
commenced ; but, by the uundaunted courage and un-
 tiring exertions of the old Societies, the pioneers of the
reform, the fallow. ground of Intemperance had been
broken up, and. the field prepared for casting in the
seed, or, as perhaps I should rather say, for reaping
the rich harvest which has lately béen gathered in.
Since that time, I have heen a silent, though I trust
not an inattentive or indifferent observer of-the great
revolution that has been going on in our midst. In
reference to this revolution, as it. may- most . aptly be
‘called, I can adopt but the first partof the line in which
Aineas, commencing before Queen-Dido his aceount of
the famous seige of Troy, speaks of the scene as one
¢ all of which he saw, a.part of which.he was.” : :
‘But though I'have been;rather a spectator than an
actor in these scenes, and, have, no, experience of my
own to relate, . yet I-trust [ need. not, .apologize for at-
tempting again to say'a few 'words on a subject which
although in its moral and religions bearings it may seem
more appropriately to belong to:those of other pursuits
or a more sacred profession,‘is yof one of general and
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universal interest, touching every member of society

in his nearest and dearest relations, and in some of jiu .

aspects as much within the province of the political
economist, as of the moralist ; of the physician or law-
yer as of the clergyman or professional Jecturer,

The evils of Intemperance are physical as well as
moral. They touch men’s parse strings, as well as
their consciences ; they address themselves to the eit-
izen as a tax payer, as well as a philanthropist, and
would be entitled to his highest consideration, in their
bearing upon his Pecuniary interests alone, did they
hot as they do involve the far higher interests of his
moral and religious nature.

The difficulty, nay, impossibility of sayi ng anything
new or striking upon the subject of Temperance has
almost passed into a proverb, and has come to be so
well understood, that no reasonable person expects
now to hear much beyond a discussion of the usual
topics of these discourses, certainly very little that has
not been heard before, or that can clajm much merit
on the score of originality. The field has not only been
reaped, but so swept that nothing remains for: the
gleaner even. And .it may be added that the snbject
of Temperance has been so ably diseussed ; considera-
tions addressing themselves to the reason and con-
cience of the hearer set forth with sg much power; the
horrors of Intemperance, the degraded and lost hus-
band, the sad vietim of his appetites ; the broken heart-
ed wile and worse than orphan children, have been so
often held up to your gaze, and portrayed with such
touching pathos, such thrilling, such surpassing elo-
quence, that few can now hope to hold the - attention
of "an audience upon-these -themes, except those who
are able to illustrate -their discourse with some excit-
ing history of their own personal experience. - :

Indeed, it has often -seemed to, me one of the most
striking and interesting features of this wonderful re-

- form, that it has  raised up men,, sometimes, i as they
themselves -tell:usy: fromthe - very gutter:::men who
have hitherto. discovered:but little more than ordinary
capacity,-"n'nd-apparentlyi‘tin"n‘oﬂfwnjﬁdistinguished from
those around: them; who have'béen séen not only cloth-
ed and sitting in their right minds;: from having been
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the.vietims of a degrading vice, but who have started
forthito-move, und excite, and sway at will, large mass-
‘ed:of their fellow men, with the most fervid and glow-
ingeloquence, and a power which could flow only from

full heart, stirred by strongest and deepest feeling.

‘Demosthenes, it is said, declaimed upon the sea shorc_
with pebbles in his mouth;, that he mig!}t rid himself of
some. impediment:in his_speech jand in all ages elo-
quence has been stadied and enltivated as an art, but
we have seen men withont the means and appliances
of -eduention, men, a large part of whose lives have
been ‘spent in the grossest sensual indulgence, until it
would seem as if hardly a spark of divinity was left
among the mouldering ashes ol the awful conflagration

- —God’s image even defaced and nothing, apparently,

remaining but the most miserable wreek and ruin ol
what was once a man. We have seen, I say, such
men starting up as it were by magic, and wielding an
eloquence glowing and persuasive, and holding thous-
ands in rapt attention to hear the simple but terrible
story of their sufferings, dangers and final fortunate
cscape. ‘
They speak right out what they do know, and this
is the true secret of their eloquence. They have a
great experience to velate. They are full of their sub-
ject‘ It has taken possession of them, and }f'l may so
speak, been burned into their very souls. They have
passed almost throngh the very shadow of the valley
of death, and have come hack to warn us of the fate
they have escaped. Such men must be eloquent, and
their’s will be that irue eloguence of nature that
‘“‘snatches a grace beyond the reach of art.”  The
names of many witl occur to yon whom this reform has
hronght out in almost every village in New England to
illustrate the trath that on some subject every man
may be eloquent ; that just in proportion as he is filled
with some great experience, and becomes in the words
of another ‘terribly in earnest,” he will be at no loss
for ideas, or language in which. to-express them ; he
will have at his command both:¢“thoughts that breathe
and words that burn.” - .5 e T
+ 16 is often said that this is an age-of refori, and éer-
tain it is that the disposition: to- enquire «into wliat are
, : .
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deemed abuses, however hallowed by age or custom ;
to try every system by the strictest standard of ab-
stract right, is a leading characteristic of our times.
Customs are 1o longer venerated for their antiquity ;
but, on the eontrary, it would almost seem that age
and long usage had ceased to be a recommendation of

a practice or institution, but had become a presump-

tion ngainst it. Society seems agitated and stirred ta its
lowest foundations. The keen glanee of reform pierces
every recess ; abuses, wherever they may lurk, are
dragged to light, and judgment of condemnation pass-
ed upon all that bears not the test of the severest
standard of what is deemed christian duty.

The Peace Reform, as it is called, commencing not
many years sinee with our own Noah Worcester, the
founder of all the Peace Societies in this country and
Lurope, has pnrsued its noiseless way, attracting but
very little of the public attention, until it has, almost
without our knowledge, reached a point, when it may
be szid to affect, to no inconsiderable extent, the des-
* tiny of nations. War is said to be a game, which if the
people were wise, kings would not play at; and the
people are already becoming wise on this subject.
They are beginning to see that a resort to brate force
in the settlement of difficulties is in general as poor
policy for nations as for individuals; and it may no
doubt be gaid with truth, that such has been the effect
upon the public mind, of these societies, that a war has
become less probable in any given case, either in Eng-
land, France or our own.country. Peace principles in-
fluence already directly or indirectly every courtin
Christendom, and number among their advocates no
less a personage than Louis Phillipe, oue of the most
powerful monarchs of modern Kurope. It may not
therefore be extravagant to anticipate the time when
a Congress of Nations shall arbitrate between contend-
ing powers, and an approximation at least made to that
period in which the sword shall be beat into the plough
share and the spear into the pruning hook ; when na-
tion shall no longer lift ' up a sword against -nation ;
neither shall they learn war any more. e

- The abolition of negro slavery, too, is an idea which
has taken strong hold upon the minds of the present

-
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‘generation: - This reform, commencing but a few years
ago, iwith’ Clarkson and Wilberforce in England, pro-
gressed” until - the anti-slavery sentiment had become
‘unijversal throughout the length and breadth of the
5 British Empire, and finally was brought to bear in such
n:jirresistible: torrent upon the English government
‘that “it was compelled, at the expense of millions of
reasure;’to emancipate all held to slavery in the West
ndia‘Colonies.” The increased facilities of intercourse,
ogetheriwith our common language and origin, make
impossible-that such an example should not operate
ithefgreat force upon our own' country, where this
ame reform also originated independently of any for-
ign:infloence ; and for some years, as is well known,
ehave had presses and societies, devoting themselves
thigredt energy and zeal to the accomplishment of -
lie same object here. Owing to the peculiarity of our
nstitutions, the subject with us is invelved in difficul-
ies which were not encountered in England, and of
-thése it is no-part of my present purpose to speak. It
:requires but half an eye, however, to see that the car-
rent ‘of public sentiment is setting strongly against the
:gystem of Domestic Slavery in England, France and
‘the United: States, and that those who stil! sustain and
:defend it; are finding themselves in :the position de-
‘seribed - by a4 statesman of South Carolina, who, not
long:since, declared, that the people of the South were
astbecoming girded in by the whole civilized world
s by a wall of fire. :
About thirty-two years ago, were organized, almost
imultaneously;in the states of New York and Massa-
'first Temperance Societies in this country
rld.:2 Herey too, as-in the Peace move-
fM*to be: the birth place of a Reform that
v ‘itself ;over the face 'of the civilized
globe:= Thus 'we “react:upon the old' world, and while
-all that’ pertains to the-arts,literature and science,
e-are largely its debtors;we se
ur-obligations; in value;.at’}
f. Englan '
oed
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temperance ; and it is needless to remind you that of
many families the majority have gone down to a drunk-
‘ard’s grave.

The Washingtonian Reform is also in other respects
peculiar .in its character, and distingnished from all
others which history records. In other reforms the
action of those engaged in them has often been in ref-
erence to something external and removed at a dis-
tance, calling for no peculiar personal sacrifice or hard-
ship on their part. Far otherwise has it bheen in the
reform we are now considering. Here, men have com-
menced by reforming themselves, and that too by an

- eilort only to be appreciated by those who know some-

thing of the trial: In all ages men have strugeled
against tyranny, and liberty has again and again tri-
umphed over oppression' and misrale. It is of such
contests that the poet speaks, when he tells us that

% Freedom’a battles once begun
Passed down from bleeding sire to son -

Though bafiled oft are ever won "

But when until now have men been seen organizing
themselves for the far more difficult, and until the
Washingtonian movement, deemed almost impossible
task, of asserting and maintaining their {reedom from a
craving and insatiable appetite ?  To face death at the
cannon’s mouth were an easy matter, bot who shall
resist the gnawing worm of a thirst for intoxicating
drinks, fastened upon him by long years of indulgence
and become almost as indispensable to his existence as
the very air he breaths. -

‘We are taught to admire the bravery of those three
hundred Spartans, who, at Thermopyle, opposed them-
selves to the Persian hosts. Ilook with far greater
admiration on the courage of those men who have been
able to resist the invading hosts of alcohol, a king far
mightier than Xerxes; to throw off with Herculean
effort the shackles of a slavery more galling and more
hopeless than has ever yet oppressed our race ; to
strangle aserpent which had entwined itself in an-hun-
dred folds round its vietim, and was striking its fangs

T

.estern shores. We may be permitied to point t
T;ﬁ?lt’(sr::wn Father Matthew, the great cham}wl
aposile of Temperance, whose soul hag been fire
this new revelation, whose name and fame hav
ready extended over the whole earth, and who ¢
his converts not by t.hogsands but by millions
result brought about, indirectly, at least, by our
agg!ilggé have disputed the honor of being the
place of genius. To have given birth to a great
movement, one destined not to gratify the tastes
few, but to improve and elevate the great mlass_a
manity, may well be a v_::orthy object of emulatic

o citi : bat to natlons. )

o Igﬁ:etsilg:}eyi,s much in the reform with which v
at present concerned, to distinguish it from all 01:]
which we have any knowledge. In the first p :
magnitude and importance, 1t takes precedegce-lo.
ail, and 1 am willing to go further, and to decla
belief that, taking the evils of war and siavery
as tliey may be, adding to the list the ravages
tilence and famine, putting them all togeth}er,
such things could be measured or weighed, t 1ety

be found to maké up a.sum fotal hardly greatc
the evils which Intemperance alone hqs‘mﬂ?cte:

the human family. We hear much said of fan:
and exaggeration on the part of refon.ner}s, an

things do most certam!y exist, for such is t \3 il

tion of the human mind that men cannot . w;

upon any great and exciting subject With%utlltd

ger that it will become ex'aggerated out of all

portion with, others of a k}ndregl nature ; butlu;
cult to believe that the evils ol intemperance ha
been exaggerated, or even half told.” Language

~ equate, and sinks under the -attémpt to depict

-ue colors the horrors of this ‘vice. It is no
:ll;;gg that visits the race periodically or lz-ltt l'il'!;'
vals, but is ever present ; _present with all nati
in every age, sparing. neither age, sex or .co
The high and low, the richiand t!xe;po‘oll_ , f:reﬁ
exposed to its ravages.. There is hardly a {
New England, or perhaps in our-whole cognt -
- does not number in its ranks at least one vicll

Y
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into the last citadel of life. With some rare exceptions
i these things had been deemed impossible, as well they
A might be, even by the most ardent friends of temper-
ance, up to the time of the-formation of Washingtonian
Societies jand here commences a new era in the history

of the reform. So far from anticipating what we now

witness, were the early friends of this cause, that it had

ahnost become a part of the creed of the old societies,

Lo that although the habitual inebriate was to be treated
-, with tenderness and regard, yet such was the hopeless-
ness of his condition but little expectation could be en-
tertained of his reform ; that while he was not to be

forgotten or unecared for, the friends of the cause were

called upon to exert their main efforts to remove the

temptation from.the path of those on whom the habit

had not yet fastened itself. Buta few short years
have taught us otherwise.

The Baltimore Society, originating with six drinking
companiouns, in an obscure bar room, then spreading
over the city, and now shooting out its branches and
covering our whole land, has taught us otherwise.

The Boston Society, with its twenty thousand mem-
bers, one or two thousand of whom it is estimated are

reformed inebriates, has proved, that no man, howev-
- er low he may have. fallen, is beyond the hope. of re-

- demption.

John"Hawkins, the great file leader in this cause, a
great and honored name, a name that will go down to
posterity high, very high on the roll.of the benefactors
of his race, of wheom, in coming time, the ehildren’s
children of those he has rescued, shall speak—he has
taught us that haman sympathy is a charm that un-
locks the avenues to the hardest heart ; that none are
80 depraved and lost to all the better feelings of our

He has discovered a moral lever more powerful than
that of the philosopher of old, who would move the
orld could he find a place whereon to stand and ap-
ly his mighty engine of mechanical power. He has
shown us a power which not even the adamantine wall
of appetite can resist, but which tramples on all oppo-
sition and moves on conquering and to conquer.

common nature as not to hear and recognize its voice.

THE WASHINGTONIAN REFORM. il

And what is of more especial interest to us the Hing-
ham Washingtonian Society has demonstrated that the

old may be reclaimed as well as the young saved. And

most who now hear me will be able to recall to mind
some interesting ‘scene witnessed in a neighboring
school house or churech, where the yonng man was to
be seen rising, and in glowing language preseuting first
the picture of his degradation and misery, and then
that of his happy deliverance, by the help of his new-
ly found friends and brothers. Where the old man,
too, has been found, hiz head silvered o’er with age,
relating to eager listeners the sad tale of his sufferings,
recounting to his neighbors and associates, with-un-
flinching nerve, in all its minuteness and particularity,
the story of his shame, and making, at this late day of
his life, a second Declaration of Independence. Sure-
ly there is moral sublimity in all this, and I accord most
fully with the sentiment uttered by one of our divines,
on a late occasion from the pulpit, who declared that
the man who had thus risen and freed himself -from
sueh a terrible thraldom as that of intemperance in ar-
dent spirits, who, by an inflexible determination of will,
had changed his own condition'and that of his family
from poverty and wretchedness to comfort and cheer-
fulness, he looked upon with a respect such as he sel-
dom paid to offier men. He has come out. victorious
from a conflict fierce and desperate beyond the concep-
tion of those who know not by experience the tremend-
ous force of this appetite. He has displayed an energy of
will and a strength of character that entitles him tothe
highest consideration and honor from those of ns whose
whole lives may be passed without the - exhibition on
our part of any thing to.compare in moral power with
such @ reformation.  These reforms could have taken
piace only through the influence of : that all. powerful
element in. human actiony sympathy::::The:co-epera-

“tion, support and encouaragement:of isociety :were also

necessary. These things were at:hand,and the unfor-
tunate found friends to hold.them up when:in danger
of falling, instead.of tempting :and=seducing them, or
perhaps affording them good counsel:and advice, which
though - given. with the. best intentionjsyet:failed:iof
effect, because accompanied by no act, and too seldom

. coming recommended, by the example of the giver.
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most who now hear me will be able to. recall to mind
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filness, he looked upon with a respect such as he sel-
dom paid to other men. He has come out. victorious
{rom a conflict fierce and desperate beyond the concep-
tion of those who know not by experience the tremend-
ons force of this appetite. He hasdisplayed an energy of
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necessary. These things were athand,and the unfor-
tunate found friends to hold:them up when:in danger
of falling, instead of tempting sand-seducing them, or
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They have had, too, what I have no doubt they ful-
ly appreciate, thé active sympathy and.co-operation of
woman. She was among the earliest pioneers in the.
cause of temperance; has ever been found its eonsis-
tent and firm supporter ; ever rallying to its standard
with a new zeal to declare her interest in the great
moral revolution of our day. So she rallied in the days
of 16, and so will she be ever found ready to devote

her time and her energies to the cause of truth and,

human freedom. : o

Almost all reforms are more or less impeded in their
progress, by diversity of opinion among their advocates
as to the best means of bringing abount the desired re-

* sult.” The Temperance Reform has been remarkably

free from difficulties of this deséription.. They have
still existed, however, to some extent, and I propose
briefly to refer to the only one of sufficient magnitude
to require especial notice. I allude to the often mooted
subject of moral suasion, as it is called, as distinguish-
ed from legal, or what are termed coercive measures,
for the suppression of Intemperance, and on this sub-
ject 1 have never been able to coincide fully in senti-
ment with some for whose opinions generally.I enter-
tain a high respect...- It is to be remarked, that there

are no doubt some who advocate the policy of trusting

rather to the milder means of persuasion and entreaty,.
than to any reliance upon forcible measures, for sup-
pressing intemperance, who weuld also say the same

with reference to gambling, vending of lottery tickets,

and other similar practices, either because they deny
all anthority on the.part of a government founded in
foree, to control any of our actions, or for some other

reason to them deemed satisfactory. .- With.those hold-.

ing such opinions I propose at.this time no controversy.
But I apprehend there are those in society who have
an idea that although the usual subjects of police regu-
lation are fit and proper subjects for the exercise of
legal restraints, yet for some reason or other, the pub-
lic vending of smal! guantities of ardent spirits does not
come under the head of police regulation ; that a law.
prohibiting such sale is an invasion, to seme extent, of
their rights as. citizens, and that they are not called
upon to exert their influence for the enforcement of

'
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laws prohibiting such sale, which we have already up-
on our Statute Book.. In reflerence to.this view, my
limits admit only a hasty and imperfect glance ataline
of argument which can hardly fail io suggest itself to
the minds of many who hear me. . . .. a0

Society is based on a concession, by each meinber of,
it, of certain rights which he might enjoy:in a state of
nature, in order that he may secure to himself certain
other advantages whieh can only be enjoyed:in an or-
ganized community ; and it is one of the. oldest, most
fundamental and well established maxims of the.com-
mon law, a system which has come down to us fraught
with the intellectual wealth of a thousand years; which:

- landed on Plymouth Rock with the Pilgrims'in the

Mayflower, and which constitutes the great body of the .
law under which we:have since lived .and .flourished,
that ““every man shall so use his own:that.he do no
injury to that of another.” G rewdb e e
Now the advocates of the suppressiony. by, law,
of the selling of ardent spirits, publicly, in small quan-
tities, afficm that certain great evils are inflicted.on
society by such sale. 1t appears, say they, froin doc-
uments furnished by the several towns to the Legisla-
ture of 1838, that to this traflic is to be -directly traced
three-fourths of all the poverty and four-fifths of all the
crime in the Commonwealth ; and having shown this
they think they have made out a strong case for legal
interference to stop such.an enormous mass of wretch-
edness and crime and consequent expense, at.its source.
It seems incumbent, then, on the objector, to. show

" some one of these -things, either that these..evils are
‘not the result of such sale, or that this business of re-

tailing spirituous-liquors, brings with it some counter-
balancing good to the community, or:that such laws as
are called for would deprive the seller or the buyer of
some right which they. are. entitled to.enjoy as. mem-
bers of Society. . Now it is not known that any attempt

-has been made to show that.the,evils above.alluded to

do not flow from the practice of which we are speaking,
and to the extent asserted. ' The statistics referred to
have never been disproved or controverted, and. they,
show a higher proportion of .pauperism and crime re-
sulting {rom this sale than had ever been. claimed by
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the friends of temperance, who had still alwiys been
accused of exaggeration. Nor am I aware that an at-

" tempt has ever been made to prove the second propo-

sition which I have stated, viz., that some correspond-
ing advantage accrues to the public from this traffic,
counterbalancing any mischiefs that may be attendingit.

We come then to the third question, which is, does
its prohibition by law violate any of the rights of the
seller. The constitationality of such a law has been
affirmed by our highest legal tribunal, and on this de-
cision we are bound to rest as conclusive upon the gunes-
tion atjssue. And whatright, we may inquire, can any
man have to exercise any trade or profession that is
deleterions ‘in its effects upon the community around
him ? If he has such a right, where did he get it?
The mement he becomes a party to the social compaet
he renounces all rights inconsistent with the general
good, and those rights he can only re-acquire by the
consent of the whole. ' :

But a few years since, in a neighboring city, a young
man was tempted to embezzle his master’s property
and lay it out in lottery tickets. His prizes, as usual,
proved blanks. He was ruined ; and, in a fit of desper-
ation  put an end to his existence. The public mind
was shocked at the catastrophe, and called loudly for
a law which was immediately passed, prohibiting, by
severe -penalties, the sale of lotlery tickets ; imposing
on such sale a fine of two thousand dollars, and making
it in some cases a State Prison offence. Yet, the vend-
ers of those articles, have not, that I am aware of, been
weard -contending for any right to sell whatever may
happen to be in their possession. -

On the 307th page of the Revised Statutes, chapter
36, sections 7 and 8, we read as follows :

Sect. 7. Every hawker, pedlar, petty chapman, or
other person, going from town te town or from place
to place in the same town, either on foot or with
a horse, or otherwise carrying to sell, or exposing to
sale any goods, wares or merchandize, except as pro-
vided in the following section, shall forfeit' a sam not
exceeding one hundred dollars for every offence. -

Sect. 8. Ahy person may go about as aforesaid sell-
ing and exposing to sale any fruits or provisions what-
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ever, and also any goods, wares or inerchandize, of the
rroduce. or manufacture of the United States, except
indigo, feathers, playing cards, jewelry and essences.
Other and similar practices might be mentioned
some of which, in some situations and under some cir-
cumstances may be perfectly innocent, but which, ow-
ing to their dangerous tendency, when publicly in(’iulg-
ed, society has determined shall be prohibited. |
No man is allowed to keep on hand forsale more than
o certain quantity of gunpowder—why ? Because he
- thereby endangers the buildings and property of his
neighbors. Are the morals of our Youth of less conse-
quence than our houses and stores ? :
There are others who have rights in this matter.
The father of a family has a right that his children

- shall not be exposed to the danger of becoming drunk-

ards ,b)( temptations displayed at the corners of the
streets, and he has a right to call for efficient laws for
his protection. . -

With the exception of the constitutional argument
which has been so often reiterated in our courts and
declared by the Supreme Court of the State to. be
wholly insufficient, I have never heard a plea in favor
of the right to exercise the calling of a public seller, by
retail, of ardent spirits, that could bear the test of ,ex-
amination, or that was deserving a serious refutation.

Let us enquire, then, fourthly, if any, rights of the
purchaser are invaded by such laws as we have allod--
ed to, and we shall find him standing on the same
ground as the seller. Itis doubtless convenient for
him to purchase an article to which his inclination may
prompt him in small guantities, to be consumed on the
spot, but if he eannot do so without endangering the
health and the morals of the community about him
and placing a temptation in the way .of the young and
nuwary, is he to_insist.on his convenience as a right
against the best interests of Society.. The very state-
ment. of such a doctrine is.its sufficient refutation. .

Undoubtedly what a man purchases he may carry
home and use as seems to him best, so far as the: pub-
lic is concerned. - It is not the province of the law to
follow men into their retirement and inquire how they
spend their time there. Its requirement is that each



one shall keep the peace and refrain from all practices
injurious to the safety, morals and good order of the
community in which he.lives. Whether his conduet
at home, as an individual only, be moral or immoral,
.whether he eats or drinks this thing or that thing, it
_is not for the law to inquire. Todoso would be trench-
ing on the more pecaliar province of moral suasion.
Laws of a.purely snmptaary character, that is, regulat-
ing the articles of dress or food, or interfering with the
private conduct of individuals, regarding them only as
. such,-have justly been:deemed odious. ] :
The right and duty of society is to prevent, by legal
enactment, those practices and crimes which endanger
the safety and. well being of the whole community, and
to punish them for that reason only, and not because
they arein themselves criminal or immoral. - And it
has been -said that if a crime should. be committed,
though of the blackest dye, yet, if it could be shown
that it could not, in-its consequences, in any way affect
society at large, it is not a propet gnbject for human
legislation, and to punish it as sach would be toassume
the attribotes of Him whose province aloneitis to judge
of the guilt orinnocence.of his creatures... - & oo
. Society prohibits; and :must prohibit, whatever is in-
consistent with its own-safety. “The: right of self-pro-
tection is-the very condition of its.existénce., The duty
of the eitizen, thenyis to snhmit tosthe law, while.it is
upon the.Statute Book. Il itis a bad, or -unconstita-
tional laiw, repeal it ; ‘but, while it:exists, let.no _man
plead as an excuse for breaking it, eithef: the ‘alture-
ments of pleasure,:the.proﬁts of his-business, or even
ihe necessity of gaining a livelihood. .+ -~ oo
_\'This last plea; it is annecessary to say is:iseldom made
in good-faith, and is hardly entitled to notice. . That in
this country a man is ever, under any.circumstances,
unable to get.a living, except by violating the laws of
the land, will.not be very readily believed. : That he
may make great. gains if he can be permitted to break

with. impunity the laws of hiz country,: is often true.
1t is for:the public fo decide whether this excuse is.suf-
ficient, -and whether any:individual can be permitted
to enrich himself at the expense of. the .morals, peace

and good order of society and the open and scanda-
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lous ‘violation of -those’ very’ laws’ intended: for' their
protecti’on-’.' [ T N AN R b !t'.ff'u'iim‘f_ sl it
It was the'-rhdst-natur:’al thing for tlib'WaBHiﬂgtbhians_
of our neigbboring%city;-iw their . éarly efforts; flushed
_with victory,'and’ 3 the full tide 'of suécessful experi-

ment, hearing dewil ‘every thing 'before ‘thém, -and in

. the fervoriof sympathetic excitemelit'piercing through

with a forée whichinothing could 'withstand} thetséven
{old shield'of Intemperance’s subduingand melting the
most stubborn wills; and wielding ag’it Were some sib-
tile electric-or magnetic fuid which’ séemed:at d totich
to raise the very dead to life’j it was fatitalfortier,
{ say, to feel that they could dispensé:with 4ll'the'ina-
chinery of the law’ N R N R Prasiinatt
Show us’'the men; said ‘they;’ that:is Lallipelwant.
Bring the'inebriate to: s, 'or tell ugwhete we'edn find
him ; we have’ something ito reéach “himivihore "poteiit
than legislation: i We'can' plce Him {where " hitold
haunts will'iig* longer haye ong - temptation -or him’;
where hewill-no longer reqtire legal endetment for his
protectiony': And-'this, in' miany “casés; wad 'done bt
the fact was too far overlooked thatthese very results,
so surprising 4nd unexampled,’ were yet only possible
under a degree of excitément in'whicli thie human inind,
from its very natute and- constitution;cannot ‘for any
great length-of ‘time rémain. - THence it wasisoor found
that the retailersof rdent: gpirits were' {ast’ unidoing
what the Washingtonians- had dorie==that' the ‘réform:
ed Inebridtes were not all'able, after thie first few Wweeks
of excitement had goné by, to'pass  the open dram shop;
filled with their old associates; the accustomed ‘gounds
of enticeménts falling upon their ear, without yielding
to the temptatichand again erossing the fatal threstiold:
These very Washingtonians; instéad of deprecating
a resort to legal fiieasures as formerly; dre oW ‘calling
loudly for'that protection’ which the strong arm of ithe
law can only afford ‘agsinst a thitst ot gold'more insa:
tiable thafi tli'at-bf‘_infenipér‘a’ﬁde"i't‘self',‘agai‘néf‘a cupid+
ity which fio*moral sunsiof or sussiof ‘of any other kind
can reach) except the* pérsnasion’ of fobee; of ‘& POWer
T PRAWIEIHTH B TR oyt b
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-;.wh‘xch-;must!b.e-,.obeye_c_l,-.zarad-;.which.;ﬁays to, each and all
¢ gp use your own that you injure not that of another.”
.. Jwould mot fora moment : be, understood ;to under-

‘value moral; snasion, as it i icalled.., 1 shall rejoice too

"at, the, time when all. menshall,become, 2 aw to them-

Belves. .ok do notihelievey however, that that time has

.xqti-.arr,i\rﬁd?_sa-hut.th@.ﬁzwe,ha‘v,@sma;nm practices amongst

‘s, which require to,be prohibited, by ldgal enactment.

that, one,great use of moral guasion is to

3 P i

bring,, the, communityup.to, the, point, afwhich they

mill@@e;a.n.t.lg.fe.e.l,-th@‘ane.ccssitxsof ,such, prohibition, in
elation o shesubject we are considering: .|

It i hut ayifew, years, since, gamblibg houses were
licensed in one of the cities of our union.,Jtis a moral
‘power,oparating; in th at,community, thag has shut them

ap And ] have.yett _2-Ieamkwh@reiu;thq,tﬁafﬁc I have

sngl.;e;np.f—;sfprms;lmx;ﬁ;&qex:tionl .among, othen practices

: éti%ngﬁrous-_—;tou-thezszprr.l,munity',,Aorj_mthemb:ﬁ.Lt is not of

all, others, perhaps, shart 'of absqlute, erime; the fit and

‘proper subject, of legal prohibition; ; That;gociety will

came S0, take, this, view,of it, I ‘copsidey, now only a
question.of, times,and when,motal .suasion shall have
prought the pyblicmind fully, as 1t now.yexy nearly,

up, to; thispeinks Jityvill have, performed, ag,it, seems to
me, one af its. best, worksn o Semething, permanent and

_ angible, will then havejbeep gained..iy Sofpething that

&

will outlive, this;temporary; excitementyif; seh it is to
Bey thatowill sexve:as,a mark, to, show, howshigh have
flowed the wayes of “this reform, and asafegnard to the

citizen, long after the Warniog voices, off the,Washing-
tonians may, have passed. aWaY.eas Llo warr d

o hORs fwenty, years agty afew Wdividuals assembled
mmnmﬂ-;qu.m.a.chvpl;lrm.‘f@a@sutg-.jﬁ.lk@l;.q§91,199g§1derqt!0n
1hey expediencyh {1 forming, - Demperance Society-
T@mP‘ﬁl’ﬂ-nﬁe‘_)‘l‘{?‘?‘:‘lh%‘}‘;-ﬁil“i.‘?,ﬁ@sqga%%m and, strange im-
port:y, Regple had heard, af. it,te be suresall their lives
.}Qe.t.h%wsﬁlnlm@qmll;cﬁ,q’.f ,the pulpit,-but, the jdea that
it,was, ‘?0;bﬁﬁ?ﬂl‘?‘lﬂuﬂ\aﬂﬁ?{:@ﬂ(1P9?E,Oﬂﬂlasﬁ3¢i}¥nda¥. con-
anrx,-lmir.elm‘:matgli:.hﬁ;.u.smq,Uir.;-.tg.zi;@ati.r.!grminkss had
hardly peourred to; ey, hess men, wers looked
upon Lb},r their neighbors, in the language:of one who

daaws Y R R R A it A ata

was prosent, with great contempt, and, receiyed many
intimations that they, had better bandop SHGIr proJset.

‘There were then; twenty, or; thifty retailers, ol SpLtlaovs

liquors in town, which pgople.then beligyes i, the laos
gange of the Statiité, that the, pyblic, gad| reayired.
E ad auch. was fhe surprise, at this new moyeiment that
we might fancy the very old ‘sideboards, them quv_‘gls.,
those sagred, depositories,of. what Weyg, t?'@@[ Seemed
the nocessaries as wall.as the comiarts o life, losing
their usnal raddy, complexions, and tarning, pale, With

oo
DL

indignation, at what, scemed 8, theatened tnvagton, ol
their domains,, ;NO,0¢, {0 e, Sure, dr amed, gt that
time, of total abstingnce s buf,a ruthless armwas reis
ed against, those old familiar f.i,érafiﬁiiRdnia;ﬁ?#ﬁdyféﬁ'
Cin a0 it s o, wonder - that, those, engagsd in this
onterprige vers,whll nigh borng dowh.by e frstids
shoek of - prejudiee, based upon old ‘ciistoms, and -long
continued habits. ‘ _

Pass over a few years, and what do we find. Onthe
30ih of last month, might be seen, wending their way
from all parts of the Commonwealth to its capital,
thousands of pledged temperance met, pilgrims, as it
were, going up to the great Jerusalem of their faith, fo
celebrate, in one great jubilee, the triumph of their
canse, the cause, not of temperance only, a8 it was
understood in those carly days, but of total and entire .
abstinence from every thing that can intoxicate. Here,
with banners flying, and to the sound of martial strains
marched a cold water army of ten thousand strong,
with a total abstinence Governor of the Commonwealth
at their hiead, and one hundred thousand sympathiz-
ing and delighted spectators for an escort. All busi:
ness was suspended in and ahout ihis great centre of
attraction, and the day given up to joyful congratula-
tion and innocent hilarity- .

Whenee, we inquire, has come this great change in
the public sentiment ? While we have been sleeping
this Jonah’s gourd has grown up in the night, but not
like that of old, we trust, to perish as speedily. What
potent enchanter has waved over the scene his magic
wand and so. changed it to our wondering eyes. What
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mighty’ magician has wrought 'this."ma"r_v'elrir{ our sight.
The potent enchanter is faith in man ; faith in hutnan
nature. . The mighty ‘magician is Truth—a" power )
which overcomes ‘all resistance ; which, in’our day,

far more than fieets or armies, is guiding and ‘control-

ing the destiny‘of nations. The true lever by which

the world is moved. o E

" In view of these things, t en, let no {riend of the

cavse be’ disheartened, though a cloud may some-
times flit across’ its bright prospects. The moral at-
inospheré will become clear again as surely as the sun
‘burns up and purges away, those noxious vapours that
at times bedim and obscure his glory- o

- Intemperance, though like the fabled many headed
monster of old, may sometimeés seem to have the pow-
er of protruding 2 new head “where one has been

stricken off; has yet received a blow from which it can 4

never recover ; & blow - which requires but to be fol-'
lowed up by vigorous,and well directed effort, to puta

final termination to its existence, and rid us forever 0
its hateful presence. . e
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